


 

 

     Masjid Bilal of Cleveland’s mission is to promote faith, community, and family life, following 
the clear dictates of the Holy Al-Qur’an and the Tradition of the Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH)*. Masjid Bilal of Cleveland is a strong supporter of Imam W. Deen Mohammad’s 
ministry.  
     We believe in the Oneness of God and the oneness of humanity. We are committed to 
promoting excellence in human dignity throughout our community.  We support the purity of 
the constitution of the United States of America and the laws of the State of Ohio. 
*Peace Be Upon Him 

As-Salaam Alaikum and Ramadan Mubarak, 
     Please join us daily during the month of Ramadan to listen to an English 
recitation of the Holy Al-Qur’an. Imams and knowledgeable members of Masjid 
Bilal of Cleveland will read a Juz or 1/30 of the Qur’anic reading starting at 7 
am and will repeat the same Juz at noon except for Fridays and Sundays. 
 
 For our 7 am recitation, please call 408-418-9388 
 When asked type in access code 797 951 968# on your phone pad 
 When requested type in pin 7401# on your phone pad 
 You will be placed into the conference call at that time. 
 
 For our noon recitation, please call 408-418-9388 
 When asked type in access code 791 621 653# on your phone pad 
 When requested type in pin 7401# on your phone pad 
 You will be placed into the conference call at that time. 
 
     On Friday and Sunday at noon, we will have our weekly presentations 
conducted by an Imam of Masjid Bilal of Cleveland. Please use the same 12-
noon calling details to access the presentations. 
     If you have any questions or comments, please  
send a message to our Facebook page, Masjid Bilal of Cleveland or  
send us an email at masjidbilalofcleveland@gmail.com or  
call 216-391-8899. 
     Thank you, As-Salaam Alaikum and Ramadan Mubarak. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Friday – Noon                                     Friday Islamic Presentation by way of Cisco WebEx   
Sunday – Noon                               Sunday Taleem Presentation by way of Cisco WebEx 
May Imam Speaking Schedule               Imam Ahmed Saeed   May 1st and May 3rd                  
                                                                     Imam Ivan Nassar        May 8th and May10th              
                                                                     Imam Shafeeq Sabir    May 15th and May 17th  
                                                                     Imam Ahmed Saeed   May 22nd and May 24th  
               Imam Shafeeq Sabir    May 29th and May 31st   
   
Approximately, Thursday, April 23, 2020, until approximately Saturday, May 24, 
2020 
     Ramadan, the month of Fasting and increased Quranic study and prayer, 
began on the evening of Thursday, April 23, 2020.  
     We published our Ramadan schedule in this newsletter. The Ramadan 
schedule includes night prayers, Laylat al-Qadr / Night of Power religious 
service and Eid ul-Fitr prayer service. 
     During this month, we will have Halaqah (Religious Study) sessions every 
Friday and Saturday evening at 7 pm.  

 For our 7 pm Halaqah, please call 408-418-9388 
 When asked type in access code 794 029 016# on your phone pad 
 When requested type in pin 7401# on your phone pad 
 You will be placed into the conference call at that time. 
      
This newsletter is being distributed by: 
Masjid Bilal of Cleveland 
7401 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 
(216) 391-8899 
Facebook page is Masjid Bilal of Cleveland 
Website address is http://masjidbilalofcleveland.org   
Email address is masjidbilalofcleveland@gmail.com 
YouTube Channel is Masjid Bilal of Cleveland 

http://masjidbilalofcleveland.org/


May 2020 Prayer Schedule 
 

May Ramadan Day Fajr Sunrise Dhuhr Asr Maghrib Isha 

1 Fri 8 Fri 04:57 AM 06:24 AM 01:24 PM 05:17 PM 08:25 PM 09:52 PM 

2 Sat 9 Sat 04:56 AM 06:23 AM 01:24 PM 05:17 PM 08:26 PM 09:53 PM 
3 Sun 10 Sun 04:54 AM 06:21 AM 01:24 PM 05:17 PM 08:27 PM 09:54 PM 

4 Mon 11 Mon 04:52 AM 06:20 AM 01:24 PM 05:18 PM 08:28 PM 09:56 PM 

5 Tue 12 Tue 04:51 AM 06:19 AM 01:24 PM 05:18 PM 08:29 PM 09:57 PM 

6 Wed 13 Wed 04:49 AM 06:18 AM 01:24 PM 05:18 PM 08:30 PM 09:59 PM 

7 Thu 14 Thu 04:47 AM 06:16 AM 01:24 PM 05:18 PM 08:31 PM 10:00 PM 
8 Fri 15 Fri 04:46 AM 06:15 AM 01:24 PM 05:19 PM 08:32 PM 10:02 PM 

9 Sat 16 Sat 04:44 AM 06:14 AM 01:24 PM 05:19 PM 08:33 PM 10:03 PM 

10 Sun 17 Sun 04:43 AM 06:13 AM 01:24 PM 05:19 PM 08:34 PM 10:05 PM 
11 Mon 18 Mon 04:41 AM 06:12 AM 01:24 PM 05:20 PM 08:35 PM 10:06 PM 

12 Tue 19 Tue 04:40 AM 06:11 AM 01:24 PM 05:20 PM 08:36 PM 10:07 PM 

13 Wed 20 Wed 04:38 AM 06:10 AM 01:24 PM 05:20 PM 08:37 PM 10:09 PM 

14 Thu 21 Thu 04:37 AM 06:09 AM 01:24 PM 05:20 PM 08:38 PM 10:10 PM 

15 Fri 22 Fri 04:35 AM 06:08 AM 01:24 PM 05:21 PM 08:39 PM 10:12 PM 
16 Sat 23 Sat 04:34 AM 06:07 AM 01:24 PM 05:21 PM 08:40 PM 10:13 PM 

17 Sun 24 Sun 04:33 AM 06:06 AM 01:24 PM 05:21 PM 08:41 PM 10:15 PM 

18 Mon 25 Mon 04:31 AM 06:05 AM 01:24 PM 05:22 PM 08:42 PM 10:16 PM 
19 Tue 26 Tue 04:30 AM 06:04 AM 01:24 PM 05:22 PM 08:43 PM 10:17 PM 

20 Wed 27 Wed 04:29 AM 06:03 AM 01:24 PM 05:22 PM 08:44 PM 10:19 PM 

21 Thu 28 Thu 04:28 AM 06:02 AM 01:24 PM 05:23 PM 08:45 PM 10:20 PM 

22 Fri 29 Fri 04:26 AM 06:01 AM 01:24 PM 05:23 PM 08:46 PM 10:21 PM 

23 Sat 30 Sat 04:25 AM 06:01 AM 01:24 PM 05:23 PM 08:47 PM 10:23 PM 
May Shawwal        

24 Sun 1 Sun 04:24 AM 06:00 AM 01:24 PM 05:23 PM 08:48 PM 10:24 PM 

25 Mon 2 Mon 04:23 AM 05:59 AM 01:24 PM 05:24 PM 08:49 PM 10:25 PM 
26 Tue 3 Tue 04:22 AM 05:58 AM 01:24 PM 05:24 PM 08:50 PM 10:27 PM 

27 Wed 4 Wed 04:21 AM 05:58 AM 01:24 PM 05:24 PM 08:50 PM 10:28 PM 

28 Thu 5 Thu 04:20 AM 05:57 AM 01:25 PM 05:25 PM 08:51 PM 10:29 PM 
29 Fri 6 Fri 04:19 AM 05:57 AM 01:25 PM 05:25 PM 08:52 PM 10:30 PM 

30 Sat 7 Sat 04:18 AM 05:56 AM 01:25 PM 05:25 PM 08:53 PM 10:31 PM 

31 Sun 8 Sun 04:17 AM 05:55 AM 01:25 PM 05:25 PM 08:54 PM 10:32 PM 
 



May 1, 2020  

     “Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed 
to administer the (funds); for those whose hearts have been 
(recently) reconciled (to Truth); for those in bondage and in 
debt; in the cause of Allah; and for the wayfarer: (thus is it) 
ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.”   
Holy Al-Qur’an, Surat At-Tawbah, Ayat 60 

As-Salaamu Alaykum Dear Believers, 

     Since our building has been closed for the past month or 
more the donations have not been coming in on a regular basis.  
All monies donated are going to pay current expenses. The 
balance in our building fund will remain at $37,000.00 and all 
donation will be used to pay expenses. When we are back in the 
building, we will resume collecting for the building fund and 
making extra payments on our loan, which was taken out to pay 
for the roof repair. 
     We encourage you to take time out to donate to Masjid Bilal 
of Cleveland.  
 You can make a secure payment through PayPal on our 
website by going to MasjidBilalofCleveland.org and clicking on 
the DONATE button.  
 You can mail your donation to:  

Masjid Bilal of Cleveland 
c/o Treasurer  
7401 Euclid Avenue  
Cleveland, Ohio 44103.  

 If you are in the area, you can put a check or money order 
into an envelope, then drop the envelope into our mail slot 
near the front doors of the Masjid. 

We appreciate all of your contributions and your support. Thank 
you,  

As-Salaamu Alaykum,  
Kariem Hasan 
Secretary-Treasurer 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

Daily Reading of Juz 8 at 
7 am

Daily Reading of Juz 9 at 
7 am

Friday Islamic 
Presentation 12 noon

 Daily Reading of Juz 9 
at noon 

Imam Halaqah 
Presentation 7 pm

Halaqah Conversation 7 
pm

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Daily Reading of Juz 10 

at 7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 11 at 

7 am 
Daily Reading of Juz 12 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 13 

at 7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 14 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 15 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 16 

at 7 am

Sunday Taleem 
Presentation 12 noon

 Daily Reading of Juz 11 
at noon 

 Daily Reading of Juz 12 at 
noon 

 Daily Reading of Juz 13 
at noon 

 Daily Reading of Juz 14 
at noon 

Friday Islamic 
Presentation 12 noon

 Daily Reading of Juz 16 
at noon 

Imam Halaqah 
Presentation 7 pm

Halaqah Conversation 7 
pm

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Daily Reading of Juz 17 

at 7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 18 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 19 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 20 

at 7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 21 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 22 at 

7 am
Daily Reading of Juz 23 

at 7 am

Sunday Taleem 
Presentation 12 noon

 Daily Reading of Juz 18 
at noon 

 Daily Reading of Juz 19 at 
noon 

 Daily Reading of Juz 20 
at noon 

 Daily Reading of Juz 21 
at noon 

Friday Islamic 
Presentation 12 noon

Iftar Drive Thru Meal  & 
Retail Giveaway 12 noon 

Masjid Parking Lot

 Laylat al-Qadir - Night of 
Power - Observed 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Daily Reading of Juz 24 
at 7 am phone 408-418-

9388

Daily Reading of Juz 25 at 
7 am phone 408-418-9388

Daily Reading of Juz 26 at 
7 am phone 408-418-9388

Daily Reading of Juz 27 
at 7 am phone 408-418-

9388

Daily Reading of Juz 28 at 
7 am phone 408-418-9388

Daily Reading of Juz 29 at 
7 am phone 408-418-9388

Daily Reading of Juz 30 
at 7 am phone 408-418-

9388
Sunday Taleem 

Presentation 12 noon
Friday Islamic 

Presentation 12 noon
Iftar Drive Thru Meal  & 

Retail Giveaway 12 noon 
Masjid Parking Lot

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm

Ramadan 1441 Night 
Prayers 7 pm 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Eid al Fitr Prayer Service 

8 am
    

31 Notes:
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CARE PACKAGES TO THE FRONT LINES 
By Alan Seifullah 

 In a gesture of appreciation, 
Masjid Bilal of Cleveland 
delivered “care packages” to 
hospitals and other organizations 
on the front lines in the battles to 
confront the Coronavirus 
pandemic. The sealed packages 
included cookies, brownies, 
popcorn, nuts, caramels — and a 
thank you card. 
     Care packages were delivered 
to the 

Candlewood and McGregor nursing facilities; 
Cleveland Clinic, University, Metro Health, and Saint 
Vincent Charity hospitals; Midtown Cleveland Inc., and 
the office in Columbus of Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine.    
     “We wanted to let those institutions — and all of 
Ohio — know how much we appreciate the tireless 
work and dedication of those on the front lines in the 
fight to confront the horrendous challenge presented 
by the Covid-19 virus,”  said our Dawah Committee 
Chairman, who helped with organizing the project. 

        Added Masjid 
Bilal Senior Imam 
Shafeeq Sabir, 
“The professionals at these organizations 
demonstrate a fierce dedication to humanity 
and making our communities safer and 
healthier. We just want them to know that 
their efforts are appreciated more than they 
may realize.” 
        Ever since late March, when Gov. 
DeWine instituted Ohio’s stay home directive, 
Masjid Bilal has provided free pickup dinners 

on Fridays and Saturdays for anyone stopping by the masjid and has delivered 
dinners to the homes of those who requested it.  Masjid Bilal also has delivered 
cards and care packages to area police, fire, and EMS facilities.                                              
Photos by Omar Quadir 



With Allah's Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer 
Another Blessing during the time of COVID 19 

By Brenda E. Shakoor 

As-Salaam Alaikum, and Ramadan Mubarak   
     As a result of the pandemic, a large portion of the population is not as mobile 
as we are accustomed to.  Some of us are using this time to consider what is 
essential and returning to our roots.  Being unable to connect physically has 
launched a wealth of opportunities to share experiences online that ordinarily 
have been beyond our reach or 
consideration. 
     During this Ramadan, those of us 
who are supporters of The Ministry 
of Imam W. D. Mohammed can 
attend The Mosque Cares 23rd 
Annual Ramadan Session via a 
video conference. The theme this 
year is Ramadan Purifies the Soul, 
Mind, and Spirit.  Masjid Bilal (of 
Cleveland) was chosen by Imam 
Mohammed to host the first 
Ramadan session that was open to 
all his supporters. Many of us have 
desired to attend the Ramadan 
Sessions, but for various reasons, we 
did not participate in it.  
     The pandemic has brought us 
the unexpected blessing of 
attending this year's session from 
the comfort and safety of our 
homes. The cost is only one hundred dollars, and the dates are May 15-17, 2020. 
We can purchase access online or by mail. This online event will be an excellent 
vehicle to continue our support for Imam Mohammed's mission and expand our 
understanding.  
As-Salaam Alaikum, and Ramadan Mubarak 

Register online at https://www.ramadansession.net  



Ramadan Offers Self-Growth Through Self-Denial 
By Imam Ivan G. Nassar 

     About one in five people on this planet are Muslim, and most of them soon 
will be preparing for a month of fasting. 
     The terminology for fasting in Islamic doctrine is "sawm." For Muslims, it means 
to abstain from eating, drinking, and engaging in sexual intercourse from dawn 
to sunset. 
     The only requirements for fasting in Ramadan are that one should have 
reached the age of puberty and be physically and mentally healthy enough to 
endure the fast. 
     The purpose of the fast is to develop piety and self-restraint. 
     Ramadan is the ninth month on the Islamic lunar calendar and Muslims fast 
because Ramadan is the month in which Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) received 
the first words of the Holy Al-Qur'an, the Muslim holy book, revealed by Allah 
(SWT) through the archangel Gabriel. 
     The fast begins when the thin sliver of the new moon is spotted on the 
western horizon just after sunset. This year, the predicted date of the beginning 
of Ramadan is around April 23rd or the 24th.  
     Muslims don't look at the month-long fast as a hardship. On the contrary, a 
Muslim welcomes Ramadan as a guest of honor. Throughout the month of the 
fast, Muslims reflect this happiness by greeting each other with a joyful 
salutation: "Ramadan Mubarak," which means "Blessed Ramadan." 
Here is what some local Muslims had to say about how they approach the 
month of Ramadan. 
    Canary El-Amin is a retired schoolteacher with a master's degree in special 
education, who taught for many years in the Cleveland school system. She 
said, "While working in the public school system, I would have to make the 
necessary adjustment in my life to follow the principles of the fast, you must be 
in touch with yourself to be true to the fast. I would try to give my students more 
of myself during Ramadan because Ramadan is as much about giving as it is 
about fasting." 
     Karim Ahmad, a recent graduate of Cleveland State University and has a 
degree in marketing. "I find the time to focus on my Islamic obligations while 
staying current in my university studies. But during Ramadan, your senses are 
sharp, and it's not as difficult as it seems," he said. "I try to be the best person 



that I can be in the month of Ramadan. I don't want to cut corners on anything 
regarding the principles of the fast." 
     Nabeeh Abdur-Rahim is a hospital security officer supervisor. "Not eating is 
not the most difficult part of the fast for me, because of the nature of my job, 
restraining my emotions under stress offers its challenge," he said. And when 
non-Muslims question why he is not eating, he said, "I used this as a teaching 
opportunity to tell people about the religion of Al-Islam and the strict disciplines 
of the fast." 
     Brenda E. Shakoor, a registered nurse, said, "I look forward to Ramadan. It 
comes at a time just when I need it most. It gives me the opportunity to center 
my life and reflect on the Creator." 
     When the fasting day is over, Muslims break their fast with fresh dates and 
water, as was the practice of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). They may eat and 
drink until the beginning of the next day of fasting, and husbands may 
approach their wives. 
     Many Muslims attend the evening prayer service at their respective places 
of worship after breaking the fast and listen to the recitation of the Qur'an. 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, "If my community realized what Ramadan 
really is, they would wish that the whole year would be just Ramadan." 
Ramadan Mubarak. Blessed Ramadan. 
    Imam Nassar posted this article on July 23, 2011, in the Cleveland Plain Dealer as a guest columnist. He 
updated it on January 12, 2019. Imam Ivan G. Nassar is a Cleveland based Islamic freelance writer and is a 
teacher on the Imam staff of Masjid Bilal of Cleveland. His research covers Islamic history, culture, and 
civilization. 

 



Virtues of reciting (Reading) the Qur’an* 
Submitted by Imam Ivan G. Nassar 

As -Salamma-Alaikum and Ramadan Mubarak, 

“While the believers are reading the Qur’an during the month of Ramadan, here are 
some virtues of reading the Qur’an.” – Imam Nassar 

     Hadith – 1: Usman RadiyAllahu `anhu narrates that Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi 
wasallam said: "The best amongst you is he who learns the Qur'an and teaches it." 
(Bukhari, Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi)  
     Hadith – 2: Abu Sa'eed RadiyAllahu `anhu narrates that Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi 
wasallam said: "Almighty Allah says; "If anybody finds no time for My remembrance 
and for begging favors of Me, because of his remaining busy with the Qur'an, I shall 
give him more than what I give to all those who beg favors of Me. The superiority of 
the Word of Allah over all other words is like the superiority of Allah over the entire 
creation." (Tirmidhi, Bayhaqi)  
     Hadith – 3: Uqba ibn Amir RadiyAllahu `anhu said: "Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi 
wasallam came to us while we were sitting on the Suffa and asked if anyone of us 
would like to go to the market of Buthan or Aqeeq and fetch from there 2 she camels 
of the finest breed without committing any sin or severing a tie of kinship. We replied 
that every one of us would love to do so. Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi wasallam then 
said that going to the Masjid and reciting or teaching 2 ayaat (verses) of the Qur'an is 
more precious than 2 she-camels, 3 ayaat are more precious than 3 she-camels, and 
that similarly reciting or teaching of 4 ayaat is better than 4 she-camels and an equal 
number of camels." (Muslim, Abu Dawud)  
     Hadith – 4: Aa’isha (Radiallaho anha) narrates that Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi 
wasallam once said, "One who is well versed in the Qur'an will be in the company of 
those angels who are scribes, noble and righteous; and one who falters in reading the 
Qur'an, and has to exert hard for learning, gets double the reward." (Muslim)  
     Hadith – 5: Abdullah ibn Amr RadiyAllahu `anhu reports that Rasulullah Sallallahu 
`alaihi wasallam said: "On the Day of Judgment, it will be said to the Man devoted to 
the Qur'an, 'Go on reciting the Qur'an and continue ascending the stories of Paradise 
and recite in the slow manner as you had been reading in worldly life; your final 
place will be where you reach at the time of the last ayat of your recitation." (Ahmad, 
Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)  
     Hadith – 6: Ibn Mas'oad RadiyAllahu `anhu narrates that Rasullullah Sallallahu 
`alaihi wasallam said, "Whoever reads one letter of the Book of Allah is credited with 
one blessing and one blessing is equal to tenfold the like thereof in its reward. I do not 
say that ? ?? (Alif Lam Meem ) is one letter, but '( )' (Alif) is one letter, ' ( )’ (Lam) is one 
letter, and '( ? )' (Meem) is one letter." (Tirmidhi)  

 



     Hadith – 7: Mu'az Juhani RadiyAllahu `anhu reports that Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi 
wasallam said, "Whoever reads the Qur'an and acts upon what is contained in it, his 
parents will be made to wear a crown on the Day of Judgment, the brightness of 
which will excel that of the sun, if the same were within your worldly houses. So, what 
do you think about the person who himself acts upon it?" (Ahmad, Abu Dawud)  
     Hadith – 8: Ali RadiyAllahu `anhu says that Rasulullah Sallallahu `alaihi wasallam 
said, "Whoever reads Qur'an and learns it by heart, and regards what it makes lawful 
as lawful and its unlawful as forbidden, will be admitted into Paradise by Almighty 
Allah Who will also accept his intercession in respect of 10 such persons of his family 
who shall have been doomed to Hell." (Ahmad, Tirmidhi)  
     Hadith – 9: Abu Huraira RadiyAllahu `anhu narrated that Rasulullah Sallallahu 
`alaihi wasallam said, "Learn the Qur'an and recite it, because the example of one 
who learns the Qur'an, reads it and recites it in Tahajjud is like an open bag full of 
musk, the fragrance spreads over the entire place, and a person who has learnt the 
Qur'an but sleeps while the Qur'an is in his heart, is like a bag full of musk but with its 
mouth closed." (Tirmidhi, Nasai, Ibn Maja, Ibn Hibban)  
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With G_d's Name, the Merciful Benefactor, the Merciful Redeemer 

The Meaning of the Moon in Ramadan and Hajj 
By Imam W. Deen Mohammed 

     Isis may be symbolized as the moon, you know and Isis, the very name 
hints of coldness; and she, I’m sure, in Egyptian mythology, she’s the snake; cold- 
blooded. She’s a snake. The snake as a symbol is bad and good. It’s not all bad. It’s 
more good than bad. In medicine, the snake is used as a symbol, i.e., two snakes. In 
my opinion, Isis represents the spiritual sciences and the spiritual sciences come and 
cross (eclipse) the social sciences. Osiris represents the sun in that mythology. Now, 
how in the world the moon can defeats the sun? It doesn’t look like it would be 
possible but the moon to eclipse the sun, right? The mythology makes a theater out of 
these natural phenomena, put them in theater to address what’s happening in our 
lives. 
Offered Prophet moon & sun 
     So, the Prophet, the Meccans wanted to bribe him and the Prophet, he said, “If 
you could give me the moon in my left hand and the sun in my righthand I would not 
stop this mission”. Who was the Prophet talking to? He’s talking to the wise among 
them in the metaphysical sciences. “If you could give me the moon in my left hand 
and the sun in my right hand”; and I imagine it wasn’t too many of them around, 
then, in that dark age.  
     Now, look at the moon. We mark the calendar by the phases of the moon. Let us 
look at the moon. The Muslims have made the new moon a symbol almost like the 
cross; not exactly, but I think they introduced that to be for them (the Christians) a 
challenge, or their challenge to the cross. “Our crescent is a challenge to your cross”. 
To me, the new moon can never be a symbol for the cross and if you have followed 
me in what I have been saying, you know it can’t. We’re talking about one aspect 
when we talk about the moon. We’re not talking about the nucleus and I think they 
made a big mistake when they introduced the symbol (of the moon) because, now, 
you’re competing with people on their level and in their terms. You’re telling them, “I 
buy your language” and that’s a big mistake. That’s why you saw me. I finally 
removed, it didn’t I. I removed it, because I saw it was a big mistake. 
Moon = spiritual science Sun = rational 
     The moon when the western world was turned on by the sciences of Islam 
to go back and re-study and dig up ancient wisdom, knowledge, the sciences and 
looked for new direction for themselves, they saw the moon as the ruler in their 
society. And they, then, gave their attention to defeating the rule of the moon in 
their lives, so that the sun could rise for them; and they were successful with the 
rational sciences and taking the rule of the church off of them. They were 
successful in bringing about the Renaissance which, as I see it, was definitely the 
return of the sun to its place and the moon to its small place in the night. 
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The moon’s stages 
     So, now, let’s look at the phases. The moon starts, actually, from death, right. 
And the symbol for that death is blackness; when the moon is all black, it is in the 
womb as a living thing; growing, but it isn’t out of the womb, yet. And the first 
sign of the new crescent is the presence of it in the world, birth in the world. Then, it 
goes for two weeks. One week it gets to be half. The second week it gets to be full. 
That’s two stages. Then, it begins waning and it goes through two more stages, right? 
Now the first stage, the first presence of the moon that we can visualize is our 
indication that we should start the month of Ramadan, if it’s the Ramadan moon, 
right? 
Q. 6:1; Allah Made darkness and the light 
Night = spiritual Light = rational 
     And for the other Eid, Eid al Adhaa (there’s Eid Al Fitr and Eid al Adhaa), the Bible 
gives the moon. If you study it, read the language, carefully, it says 
something that’s hard to understand; like, the moon was made, first, before the sun; 
the moon is an older body than the sun. And the Bible begins the creation, not with 
morning, but with night; the evening and the morning. It puts evening before 
morning; “Evening and morning was the first day”; “Evening and morning was the 
second day”. Is this contradictory to what we know in the Qur’an? No. 
Hajj moon ¾ 
     Q.6:1; He made darkness and light. “Ja’ilath thulumaati wan nur, and He made 
the darkness and the light”; darkness, first. So, the moon for us, marks the calendar for 
us and the new moon in the month of Ramadan is the beginning of the fasting and 
the new moon of the next month is the celebration. 
Hajj starts 3/4 of moon 
Q. 87:2-3; He created then made equal 
     But for Eid Al Adha which I’m associating with the sun and Eid Al Fitr with the moon, 
Eid Al Adhaa, the ritual, the Hajj begins with a three-quarter moon... And it is a 
growing moon. The pilgrimage may be as short as two or three days, sometimes, but 
normally, it’s about five days to do everything. That’s not important. It’s the sign for it 
that’s important. What do we have here in the intellect? We have the first phase of 
the moon’s four phases. The First phase is the creation, character of the moon 
representing the Khalaqa. The second phase is equality, siwaa’; social, representing 
siwaa’.  
     It’s obvious we’re in the second phase, the siwaa’. That’s the sign to go make Hajj, 
where we go and meet each other and the most sacred part of the Hajj. I would say 
the most important part of that Hajj is the meeting on Arafat, right? And that’s where 
we see the siwaa’, bayna myself and my brother, no matter where he’s from. So 
that’s the social foundation for us. The social foundation for our unity is that we regard 
each other as equals, equal creations of G_d. Equal in terms of our creation, that’s the 
only equality. From there on we start to be unequal. 
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Equality 
     This world is crazy, talking about equality. There is no equality in your house. The 
only equality is the rule that you live by, the rule of respect or the rule of authority 
there that all of you regard, respect. That’s the equality, equality before the law. 
     So that’s the equality, the equality of our creation equal creation that G_d 
gave all of us, the same creation, same possibilities. But Muslims have to also 
believe in the inequality of man because G_d rewards who He pleases as He 
pleases. And we are to respect G_d’s Will.  G_d has made one of us a leader for 
another. We have to respect that. We’re supposed to serve that leader just like we 
follow G_d’s Order. Now we aren’t in that shape yet. We hope to get in that shape 
one day so we can have that kind of appreciation for what Allah wants; that we 
don’t look at the man, we look at what Allah wants. 
Eid Adhaa, Fitr 
Ramadan Fitr individual smaller; Hajj Adhaa social larger 
     Eid Al Adhaa is the bigger Eid and Al Fitr is the lesser Eid. The moon is never bigger 
than the sun and the fast is a fast between you and your G_d, isn’t it? But the Hajj is a 
Hajj for you and your brother, isn’t it? Although you are single in  there, too, in terms of 
being responsible for caring out the ritual, you’re supposed to be on your own, not 
supposed to have that tawaf, that’s charity to you not the tawaf what they call the 
one that leads you mutawwaf, you supposed to be your own mutawwaf. And I’m 
sure we are. No matter what help you get, you’re saying private things for yourself. 
You’re saying that that even he doesn’t hear. 
     This is very important for us. Say, “Why would the Imam spend all this time 
on this?” I know you all know the difference between the spiritual life and the 
social life. When you see what Allah says and when you see the importance that 
He has placed on it, it puts us in a better situation to be the kind of people we 
want to be on this earth; if we are believing G_d and we do believe in G_d 
Exegesis is the Qur’an 
     Aren’t we supposed to make connections with the Scriptures that came before? 
Qur’an is the exegesis, not what they have. So, “Qaddara, and He gave the 
potential”. Doesn’t that make sense? He created the human family and established 
their equality, gave them their potential and thereafter their guidance. Now, if that 
isn’t just perfectly clear language? Why do we want to make something out of that? 
It needs no translation or interpretation. We just need to read the words as they are. 
Now, they don’t like that we read the words as they are. Well, they can lump it! 
Go back home and work 
    “Khalaqa fasawwa qaddara fahada”, the guidance comes in that potential 
right? So the first two phases of the moon, “Khalaq fasawwa“; then it starts to 
reject all that it has learned; starts to die to the vision that it had before; starts to get 
rid of it little by little. Now, don’t get rid of all of it. Take what you got and 
go back home and work. That’s the Hajj. You make the Hajj and you don’t wait 
for the moon to die. No, go back while it’s still waning. Go home and work now! 
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Hajj represents rebirth 
     And while the moon is yet waning we’re celebrating the rebirth. We have broken 
from the moon now. The moon is dying but we are not, but we are being born, again. 
Yes, because every Hajj is a new rebirth, philosophically, speaking, isn’t it? I’m sure 
you read that of the scholars. Every Hajj is a rebirth and the Eid represents our rebirth. 
It means that when we go there our vision is supposed to be improved and improved 
vision gives you new vision. You might not change a lot of things. It doesn’t mean you 
change the purpose in your vision, but you have a new vision and no way are you 
going to get new enlightenment and not have a new vision. Additional 
enlightenment makes you have a new vision. It’s not the same vision anymore. 
The Mount of Arafat 
     So, every time we have an opportunity to meet with the learned from all over the 
Islamic ummah we’re supposed to meet with them and discuss. They are not doing 
what they’re supposed to do. We’re supposes to meet with them and discuss 
common situations, common problems, and when we come out of there, we all 
come out of there with more knowledge, more understanding, more insight and can 
go back home and improve our world. That’s why that part is more important 
then any other part; the part on Arafat. Arafat is a hill, right? It’s a hill, called a jabul. 
That’s a big word that is used for it, “the Mount of Arafat”. Now, maybe if we look at 
the whole elevation there, maybe, it is a mountain. But from where we move to it in 
the ritual, it’s a hill.  
The need for Shuraa in our community 
     They meet up there and do what they’re supposed to do and that is, welcome 
their brothers from the different parts of the world and then say, “Now, let us discuss 
the situation for the ummah in the world, right? “Brothers, you are from Africa, who will 
speak for the African delegation? Who will speak for the American delegation? For 
China?” And then speak, and then everybody has an opportunity to address the 
concern that was raised by the delegate. As a result, they come back with much 
better resources and vision for attending their needs in their respective places. That’s 
the purpose of it. But even if we don’t make Hajj, we’re supposed to have that. That’s 
Shuraa. That’s why I say we should establish Shuraa for ourselves in this country and 
that we should have correspondence and at least one time in the year, or twice in the 
year for a shuraa body to meet. We haven’t done that, yet and you all should do 
that…The Eid is the 10th day of the month. If you stay for the full time, when you come 
back home it’s a full moon. By time you get to your country, it’s a full moon, especially 
back then. I’m sure when they got home it was a full moon.  
New life and new happiness 
     But the Eid is on the 10th day. The 9th day is the day on Arafat. On the 9th day, 
that’s the most important part of the Hajj and the 10th day is the day of sacrifice and 
that’s the Eid. So, the Eid is a special day for us, the 10th day. The 9 and the 10th days 
are the two special days, the most special days. The 9th day is the most special day 
of the Hajj, itself, and then the Eid is the celebration. And the Eid means new life and 
new happiness. 
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Q. 2:243; Die so you live 
Q. 3:102; Don’t die except as a Muslim 
     The last phase would be guidance, right? And with guidance aren’t we suppose 
to die? Allah gives us guidance. Aren’t we suppose to die to our own thinking? So, 
after Allah’s Guidance you empty your head and start all over again. That’s for 
Ramadan, not Hajj. 
Comment: Is that what it means when it says, “Die so that you may live”?  
     Imam W. Deen Mohammed: Yes, I think so, or, “Don’t die, except as Muslim”; and 
then Moses told them, his people, to kill themselves, “Slay yourselves”. And actually, it 
was that they may have life. But it doesn’t actually mean kill themselves, outright. It 
means, “Slaughter your own mind, your own thinking. Kill your own mind and thinking, 
so that you can have life”. That must have been an awful stubborn mind and thinking 
that had to be killed. Most of us, we can just die to our own thinking. We don’t have 
to be killed. But it shows the rebellious, the resistant, thinking, that was in his people 
against him, against what he was bringing; their thinking that was against what Moses 
was trying to bring out…“Kill yourself; slay yourself”. 
Moon as the intellect 
     And the Qur’an says for us, it might not say, “That you may live”. But that’s what it 
means. It means slay ourselves, or die so that we can live; die to our own selfish 
viewpoint so that you can get the guidance of G_d and live.  
     And that’s what I see that moon growing to fullness and then emptying out as.  I 
see it in that way, first. But it is a sign for every individual’s mind; that his intellect grows 
by stages, determined by his original creation and its original potential and the 
potential given it, determined by his original creation and the nature of it; the nature 
and the potential there.  
     And he’s going to do just what the womb does. He comes into the world with no 
vision at all and he begins to grow in vision and he reaches a point in his thinking 
where he just can’t go any further. Now, you see, you can have a thousand moons 
growing in your life at one time, although one moon is a symbol for it. 
Breathing is a symbol this 
     And he reaches a point in his thinking where he can’t go any farther. Then, he has 
to give up that idea, back up off of it and let it die. This is the nature of the human, 
thinking, mind. So, he gives up on it and lets it die and hopes that he can start all over 
again, with a new perception or new idea, or something. And it just keeps repeating 
itself like that, filling up and emptying out. But isn’t this the whole nature of man, even 
his spirit? Your breathing is a symbol of that. We breathe in and then we’ve got to 
give it up; breathe in, give it up; eat, throw it out; drink, throw it out. That’s life. Take it 
in, reject it. 
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“La ilaha illallah” begins with a negative 
     That’s why, “La ilaha illallah” is a negative. But for us, it’s the foundation for all 
positive things, “La ilaha illallah, No god, but Allah”.  Abraham stood out there 
watching the heavenly bodies and he said, “That must be the G_d. It is the most 
brilliant, brightest of them all,” speaking of the sun when it rose. When he saw it start 
to go out, he said, “Oh no, that can’t be my Lord”. Then, he came to the idea that is 
Lord is the Lord of all the worlds, the One Who created everything. He came to that 
conclusion and he said, “La ilaha illallah”, and that’s what he was saying all the time, 
wasn’t he, “La”? And then he finally reached the conclusion. La ilaha illallah. You see 
that, illallah, is the positive in that negative, La ilaha illallah. 
     So, that’s what I wanted to bring to your attention; that whatever we have in Islam 
it should be supported by what came before. Now, we know the Prophet is an 
extension and completion of what was given before. So, in terms of the quality of the 
religion and the quantity of the religion in its essentials and its benefits, we know that 
nothing matches Islam. But in terms of the subject matter, the subject matter should 
also be traceable in other religions, or at least the major 
religions that the Qur’an recognizes. 
 

 



Why the greeting is Ramadan Mubarak! 
 

 Imam W. Deen Mohammed Ramadan Session 2000  
 

 "Ramadan Mubarak" simply means blessed Ramadan some languages like mostly 
Western languages the adjective or description goes first but many languages, Middle 
Eastern languages like Latin, Arabic, Spanish and many other languages the adjective 
comes after. So we say "Ramadan Mubarak" Ramadan blessed, but when you give it in 
English it doesn't sound right so Ramadan Mubarak means Ramadan blessed and 
when you put it in English its Blessed Ramadan that's what we are saying, blessed 
Ramadan, and that's our expression of our desire and wish that those that we are 
speaking to have a most Blessed Ramadan, that they receive many blessing in the 
month of Ramadan. 

 

 Now where this expression comes from Mubarak? Allah (swt) says in our Holy 
Book, the Qur'an descended in the night in Ramadan in the month of Ramadan. 
Descended in the night and with blessings. So Allah tells us in our Holy Book that 
when the night of power came and the Qur'an was coming to Mohammed(saw) 
from the G'd of the universe. Creator of the Universe, that it descended, and it 
was a blessed night, and it came down with great blessings to mankind. There 
was a descending with the revelation with the word of G'd, great blessings to all 
mankind. So that's where we get that expression, from Mubarak, Ramadan 
Mubarak. 

 

 "Ramadan Karriem" 

But you know recently when years ago I never hear Ramadan Karriem, that's a new 
expression, never heard it. Ramadan Mubarak is all we heard you know, but now they 
say Ramadan Karriem. And I think because we're so shocked at degradation of human 
life and how far human life has fallen, gone down into decay and deformity, perversion, 
etc, child pornography and all these sickening evils that we're looking.  I think that's 
why some of the scholars in Al-Islam and some of the Imams from the other part 
of the world not from us, none of us started "Ramadan Karriem" I guarantee you 
that. It was started from those abroad and when they see this sickening life they have, 
they know that term karriem, G'd created every human being to be karriem. It means 
dignified, honorable, respecting one's self and wanting the best picture for one's self in 
terms of morality and intelligence." Imam W. Deen Mohammed  

 

 The Imam goes on to say, paraphrasing, when they said Kareem they were 
thinking of some of our neighborhood, suggesting you first have to be honorable, 
and not filthy, disrespectful, and nasty in your language and behavior. But he 
points out using surah 17.70, we are all born honorable, with an honorable nature 
" qad karamna kulle bani Adam." 

 

 May the Peace that only G_d (Allah) can give be with you! 

From Michael "Mikal" Saahir  
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