Masjid Bilal of Cleveland's mission is to promote faith, community, and family life, following the
clear dictates of the Holy Al-Qur'an and the Tradition of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)*. Masjid Bilal
of Cleveland is a strong supporter of Imam W. Deen Mohammad's ministry.
We believe in the Oneness of God and the oneness of humanity. We are committed to promoting
excellence in human dignity throughout our community. We support the purity of the constitution of
the United States of America and the laws of the State of Ohio.
*Peace Be Upon Him
As-Salaam Alaikum,
Please join us at noon for our weekly Friday Islamic Presentation conducted by an Imam of Masjid
Bilal of Cleveland.

To access our audio conference call,
Please call 408-418-9388.
When asked, type in the access code listed in our weekly email or on our website,
http://masjidbilalofcleveland.org .
When requested, type in pin 7401# on your phone pad.
We will place you on the conference call at that time.
We will continue to have a video feed. Please click on the link listed in our weekly email or
on our website.
When asked, please put in the access code listed in our weekly email or on our website.
When asked, put in the password 7401#.
We will place you on the video presentation at that time.
Please join us at noon for our weekly Sunday Taleem Presentation conducted by an Imam
of Masjid Bilal of Cleveland.
To access the conference call,
Please call 408-418-9388.
When asked, type in the access code listed in our weekly email or on our website.
When asked to put in a PIN, the number is 7401#.
To access our video feed, please click on the link listed in our weekly email or on our
website.
When asked, please put in the access code listed in our weekly email or on our website.
When asked, put in the password 7401#.
If you have any questions or comments, please send a message to our Facebook page, Masjid
Bilal of Cleveland or send us an email at masjidbilalofcleveland@gmail.com or call 216-391-8899.
Thank you and As-Salaam Alaikum.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Friday – Noon
Friday Islamic Presentation by way of Cisco WebEx
Sunday – Noon
Sunday Taleem Presentation by way of Cisco WebEx
January Imam Speaking Schedule
Imam Shafeeq Sabir Jan 1st and Jan 3rd
Imam Ahmed Saeed Jan 8th and Jan 10th
Imam Ivan Nassar
Jan 15th and Jan 17th
Imam Shafeeq Sabir Jan 22nd and Jan 24th
Imam Ahmed Saeed Jan 29th and Jan 31st
Our masjid will have the monthly Halaqah (Religious Study) session on Friday, Jan. 8th,
2021, at 7:00 pm.
 Please call 408-418-9388
 When asked, type in access code 132 354 7399# on your phone pad
 When requested, type in pin 7401# on your phone pad
 We will place you on the conference call at that time.
To access the video feed
Please click on this link,
https://masjidbilalofcleveland.my.webex.com/masjidbilalofcleveland.my/j.php?MTID=m8561
91e7cf820b383a60ce93df3ca0a5 or copy and paste this link into your browser address field
and press the enter button on your keyboard.
When asked, the access code is 132 354 7399
When asked, the pin is 7401
We will place you on the video presentation at that time.
The Muslim Women's Association of Masjid Bilal of Cleveland monthly virtual meeting is
Sunday, Jan 10th, 2021, right after our Sunday Taleem presentation. They will send out details
in the coming days.
The Dawah (Invitation) Committee of Masjid Bilal of Cleveland is sponsoring a free dinner
delivery to members and supporters in need. MB of C “Meals on Wheels Delivery” is Saturday,
January 23, 2021, starting at 2:00 PM. Donations are requested.
WHAT DO NON-MUSLIMS SAY ABOUT THE QURAN, ISLAM,
AND PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH)
“It was the first religion that preached and practiced democracy; for, in the mosque,
when the call for prayer is sounded and worshippers are gathered together, the democracy
of Islam is embodied five times a day when the peasant and king kneel side by side and
proclaim: ‘God Alone is Great’… “
– Sarojini Naidu, an Indian political activist and poet. A proponent of civil rights, women's
emancipation, and anti-imperialistic ideas, she was an important figure in India's struggle for
independence from colonial rule.
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January 1, 2021
As-Salaamu Alaykum,
We are currently facing a lot of building repairs and maintenance problems.
Since we have been closed due to the virus, we have not been able to have
fundraisers like we normally have to help offset many of the expenses
associated with the repairs. The following repairs are needed:
1) Replacement of rooftop ventilation system (air ducts)
2) The three A/C-Heating units on the roof need to be re-positioned, or their
weight will cause roof leaks.
3) The brick facade (the building's brick face) is crumbling in many places, and
bricks have fallen from the building walls.
4) Each of the three outside staircases needs significant work along with the
handrails. The following repairs are needed:
We encourage you to take time out to donate to Masjid Bilal of Cleveland. You
can make a secure donation on our website by going to
MasjidBilalofCleveland.org and clicking on the donate button. You may also
mail your donation to Masjid Bilal of Cleveland, c/o Treasurer, 7401 Euclid
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44103. Or simply drop off a check or money order
into an envelope and place the envelope in the mail slot near the front doors.
As-Salaamu Alaykum,
Kariem Hasan, Secretary-Treasurer
This newsletter is being distributed by:
Masjid Bilal of Cleveland
7401 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44103
(216) 391-8899
Facebook page is Masjid Bilal of Cleveland
Website address is http://masjidbilalofcleveland.org
Email address is masjidbilalofcleveland@gmail.com

With Allah’s Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

04/09/2004 IWDM Study Library: The Spirit of Our Success
Louisville KY
By Imam W. Deen Muhammad
Part Five of Five

The Genesis tells a similar story and the Qur'an makes it more understandable. The Genesis
said that He put the man in the garden and then charged the man with the responsibility to
keep the garden. He made everything, the trees and everything for that man. The garden
was made for that man. Yes, do not think of a physical image. This flesh image, do not think
of that that is not the form that G’d establishes in that great dignity of Khalifa, not that form.
The spirit behind our success, do not forget what I am talking about. That is my topic; the
spirit behind our success. Life is concrete, physical, like this in my flesh and my clothes, this
thing’s material. Life is abstract or transparent like the air you see through it. It does not hold
an image for your physical eyes.
What do you think is the better part of you? Your physical picture or your abstract picture? I
hear some saying abstract picture, that is true. That is true. And if you think of yourself as a
human being in human form, in a human body, in a human physical picture, but the best
part of you is not that picture that shows up in the mirror, the material mirror, but the part that
is transparent, you will be in a position to have happiness that you have not experienced if
you have not been thinking it way before.
That pretty girl in Hollywood is recognized for her performances as an actress and her
beauty. When the beauty starts to fade, often she loses her mind and may even commit
suicide. Think how many lives that have gone to live in Hollywood that could have been
saved if they had been told this truth that we are dwelling on right now. It is the truth that all
of us know really but we do not give it much thought or attention with our minds, yes. Life
transparent is much more productive as tools or instruments than a life concrete that we can
see as material.
Dear people believe, I was born a card-carrying member of the nation of Islam. A lot of you
do not know that. When I was born, a card was issued and it said “Wallace D. Mohammed is
a Muslim, a member the nation of Islam”. To the law-enforcement it said, “if you find him
other than a Muslim, take his card and punish the said bearer. Punish the one who’s carrying
that card”. That is what it said.
You tell me I wasn’t formed in a very special way. My very special environment. I was.
Coming under this kind of language and health by the magnetic attraction that is in the
Nation of Islam for blacks who lost their dignity, their courage, et cetera, oh buddy, that is a
very special environment. Whether for good or bad, it is a very special environment. Now, if it
is for good, it is going to produce a very special people that will live and work for good, for
goodness.
The Honorable Elijah Muhammad, whose name was Poole before, so you might hear
students of the history of nature of Islam referring to him, now as Elijah Poole Muhammad. He
built the Nation of Islam. However, his teacher Mr. W. D. Fard, conceived the idea, it was his

idea. That body's language, the term body refers to the Nation of Islam, the language of the
Nation of Islam.
Do you know all of us; we are kept from the world, kept under the influences of the
languages of the world. I am not talking about Spanish, English and all that, the languages of
the world, we were kept from the influences of the languages of the world, their language of
culture, their language of theology, their language of physics, et cetera, and we were kept
from the languages of the world. You could not convince us no matter how much education
you had from the world. You could not convince us that our idea of reality was not right.
Okay, do it now.
Because of the powerful magnetism of the language environment that we were put in that
was created for us, for the new growth, for the new birth, for the new development of our
people being shaped and created all over again for a new and mighty role in the life of
ourselves and in the life of mankind. I hope you are hearing what I am saying. I know some of
you are but you do not have to be educated---I do not have college education. I only have
three hours credit in English. I did that so I can just speak little bit and stop saying, “Ain't you
and I ain’t studying you.”
I just want to kind dignified of my own tongue a little bit that is only if I went there. Not that I
do not want to go there, I wish I had the time to go to several colleges, I do and get several
degrees. That is what I hunger for in my mind and intellect, I do, but I do not have the time
right now. The work in the field is too demanding for me to go away that long, from this work.
I study on my own, do not think I do not study. I study on my own.
Like the Honorable Elijah Muhammad did after he was awakened in his mind. He did a lot of
self-study. He told me, he said, “Son, I did not have a good penmanship, I did not have a
good hand, so I taught myself to write a good hand, penmanship.” Mr. Fard said to the
members of the Nation of Islam, he said, listen to this please you students, ''To speak well, you
must learn to put your mathematical theology in its proper terms'', “in its proper terms”. What
does that say? That the language I gave it to you, the terms that I have put it in are
improper. The challenge to your intellect is to now study it and put it in the proper terms.
So it is problem solving in there. That is problem solving. Your teacher gives you a problem. It
is a problem. It is not worked. You have to then study that problem and work it out
successfully, and come up with the right conclusion, or the right answer. So here is Fard
giving us the language of the Nation of Islam and telling us that you will not be successful
unless you learn to put your mathematical theology in its proper terms, or in the proper terms.
Do you have any old soldiers here who memorized those? Stand up. Let me see how many
here who memorize those, and are familiar, with what I am saying. Everybody that
remembers reading or hearing what I have said, stand up. Yes, look at that. Look at it. You
do not have to bring fire down from heaven; I can bring fire up out of earth. It is short
distance.
Praise be to Allah. Now let me continue. The point here is to share with you in this 25th year
celebration, an observation that enabled me to present the spirit behind our success long
before there was the occasion for me to tell you about it. Yes, I have always known the spirit
behind our success since the day that I became aware that I was to take a stand in this

cause; I knew the spirit behind our success. I did not know all the language, the language
was still a great puzzle in my mind---I am talking about the language of Mr. W. D. Fard.
It was still a great puzzle in my mind, some of it. But, I understood what the spirit behind our
success was. It was my own humanity. There is a tape of me in 1955. A brother who is on my
security had it in his possession and he brought a copy of it to me. I was amazed when I
listened to myself as the guest speaker invited by Imam, minister---sorry, pardon me--Malcolm X, to speak. I think it was the Jersey area, New Jersey area. I am pretty sure it was
New Jersey area.
I spoke for I think about an hour and 15 minutes, or an hour and a half. For all that little time.
And I am listening to the tape just a couple of months ago, listening to it in my car. I had it on
my audio tape recorder, player. And I did not say anything during all that time that I could
not play to you right now and feel a comfortable. Nothing against the Qur'aan; nothing
disagreeing with the Qur’aan; nothing against the concept of G’d that we should have as
Muslims that is in the Qur’aan; nothing against Muhammad.
Nothing that would even make any believer think that I had some idea that conflicted with
what Allah has said about Muhammad the prophet. Nothing. I am telling you, I did not know
Imam W. Deen Muhammad back then, but now I can tell you Imam W. Deen Muhammad,
in 1955, was on the job doing a marvelous job of lifting up that dead matter, dead matter of
the African-American people so that it would become conscious of his destiny with his Lord.
Yes. By doing what? By appealing to the powerful life force in the human being. Yes, the life
force that is there and alive because of the will of G’d being in our creation. I was appealing
to it and the crowd was responding. The audience was responding to me. I was just talking
about our humanity. I recall something of that right now that I've said to them. I said, ''This
world has deprived you of your original individuality.'' That is what I said to them. “Your
original individuality that G’d gave you and the Honorable Elijah Muhammad, wants you to
have it back.”
That is what I said. What's wrong with that? I could say that in Mecca. Anywhere. Nobody will
be disturbed. No. I just kept addressing the need for us to awaken to the original identity
because Muhammad was told to tell us---Elijah Muhammad---was told to tell us, for his
teacher told him to tell. Say, “Tell them that they are Muslims. That is their identity. They are
Muslims.” But I saw more in that statement than just Muslim. I did not think he meant that we
are Muslims in a religious sense only. I thought that he meant that our original nature, our
original type, was Muslim. And that is exactly what Muhammad the prophet left with us.
But I came to see that the spirit that was working in us to keep us achieving against the
charges against our own human world, in a white supremacy’s world. The spirit moving in us
to have us achieve was really the will of G’d inherent in our nature and it was our true human
identity. The true human identity is the effect of the Will of G’d on your essence to form you in
the pattern and in the picture G’d wants you to be.
So we have a right to be dissatisfied called, being called niggers and Negroes. We are
dissatisfied even being called black. Now, a lot of you do not know that. But you are not
satisfied being called black and I know how good it makes you feel, brothers of the Nation of
Islam. “Yes, I am a black man”. You feel real good on the surface but deep down there in

your spiritual core, something is not yet satisfied; because to say you are a black man is just
to tell the white man, “I am not happy with my own color.” That is what makes you feel so
good.
You can tell the white man now he used to make you saying, somebody call you black. I
mean, when I was a boy, call another, one of us black, and you've got a fight on your
hands. But it was the Honorable Elijah Muhammad working a strategy that was left with him
by his teacher Mr. Fard. It was that that brought us not to be ashamed of black, black, the
color black, and to wear it with pride. “Mr. Soul”. What is his name?
James Brown. I saw him and got a chance to meet him in person. I wanted to congratulate
him. For what? For the song I am Black and Proud. When I did, he looked like he just came to
a standstill in his thoughts and sensitivity, like I put him in limbo for a second. He was like
dead, not existing. Then he said -- he came back alive, he said, ''It was your father who
changed me and made me want to sing that song.''
But I am trying to explain to you now why it is so, why it is such a happy thing that you are
with now, "I am black. I am black". It is because the white man have said for 400 years, at
least 300 years that Black is a shame on humanity, that the identity is a shame on the human
person. So you want something to give you relief from that condemnation of your legitimate
human worth. When you are told that you are black and proud, and given some kind of
logic behind it, oh, you are so happy to have it. But I repeat, deep down, in the core of your
life, in your soul, you are still not satisfied.
Because you are more than black. You are much more than black. Before you were black,
you were something else greater. Okay, what in the hell was that? Before you were African,
you were something greater. You were a human being. That is the greatest identity that any
creation can have. Nothing can be better in creation than that identity: human being. All
the other identities are to accumulate in response to that identity. I am human so I want to
dress well; now I have my pride, my cultural identity, my ethnic identity, clothing, the first one,
the human identity.
So the ethnic identity is an expression of growth and an expression of my human identity.
Necessary because I live in a material environment and in a social environment and I have
to communicate in all of these forms or expressions. So my human identity has to
communicate in the cultural life. It has to communicate in the political life. It has to
communicate in the political life. It has to communicate in all of these lives.
Distort the human identity and all of the other identities are going to be distorted. Hurt the
development of the human identity and all the other developments are going to be hurt.
Bring the person back to the true human identity and he can start growing again, unfolding
again, expressing himself again, in all the other languages and forms and they will all be
beautiful. Every garment he threw upon his human form will be new. It says in the -- it was the
Satan who caused you to slip out of the original dress. He has caused your father to slip out
of the original dress that He put him in.
What was that original dress? The dress of righteousness. The dress of righteousness. The
human form is sacred. It becomes deformed if we put untruth and unrighteousness in it. That
deforms it more than anything else. If we want to keep the human form we have to remain

innocent in truth and we have to remain morally good, morally good, loving, more excellent,
and loving excellence that is compatible with our original human nature that G’d Himself
made. Yes, yes, you are the original man if you are in that form--in that form.
Allahu Akbar. According to the last prophet Mohammad salla Allahu was salaam, the
prayers and the peace be upon him, who received the sacred book, the Qur’aan, the term
Muslim names man's prehistory, spiritual life or nature, as well as the person who has
consciously accepted Islam as his way of life, the Qur’aan as his book and Mohammad as
the messenger of G’d, his leader, his prophet.
Muslim meaning has two very important meaning in Islam. Muslim means one who follows
the guidance of G’d, the Qur’aan and the prophet, the messenger, and Allah says, “And
obey G’d and obey his messenger.” So those who follow that, they are Muslim, they are
called Muslims. But long before, there was a conscious Muslim and a system of knowledge to
establish Muslim life on this planet. There was the inherent Muslim in your very creation.
Your very creation is Muslim. The world of Western science calls this Homo sapiens. The world
of science calls it human being in the prehistory form or state. But the world of religion,
especially Qur’aan, calls it Muslim. Every child is born Muslim and circumstances make the
child something else. That is the teaching of Mohammad the prophet, verified in the
record—hadith-those collected by Bukhari, a Russian, way in the early centuries of Islam and
by the other scholar, the other researcher, collector of hadith, pardon me, Muslim; Bukhari
and Muslim.
Now, if we have to go out to eat, I will not permit it. I know you cannot be facing starvation
that soon because I saw some of you eating breakfast like you will not have lunch. The terms
Muslim and Islam are derived from the verb aslama, aslama, which means “to be resigned,
to be at peace”. Resigned, to be at peace. That means it is your comfort. It is your human
comfort to be at peace. It is not something that you impose upon your spirit, upon your life
against His will. It is something that your own life and will wants to be in as a state for your life,
a state of peace. So, resigned to peace, that is what it means.
Now, the Qur’aan on the origin of Al-Islam explains this existence of this kind of state, of this
kind of person in his soul, in his prehistory soul. When I say prehistory, I mean before man
learned to have a society. Before man had learned to write and record things. When man
was yet what they call primitive, when he was yet what they call primitive, not having a
refined language, etcetera. This was already his nature. The nature to want to be connected
with his G’d and to be in a state of peace for his soul.
When you study the development and growth of societies from so-called primitive order to
advance orders, you see men forming as a spiritual community before he forms as any other
kind of community. That is because he is originally spiritual; the will of G’d influence on him,
makes him spiritual. He is originally spiritual. As Scripture says as it was in the beginning so shall
it be in the end. G’d made you to be spiritual, in the beginning and after this world of
materialism warped your spiritual life, deprived you of your humanity. Again, you are going
to have to be revived, recreated again, with the word of G’d, and His will, and His word, to
again become a spiritual community.

Islam is a spiritual community, the Ummah of the prophet. It is a spiritual community returning
us back to our original identity that abstract picture, that is much more important than the
material or concrete picture. Allah says in the Qur’aan, G’d, “That there be not any altering
in the pristine nature created by G’d.” In Arabic, it says this religion Islam lilddeeni haneefan
fitrata Allahi allatee fatara alnnasa AAalayha la tabdeela likhalqi This religion of Islam is a
religion of the origin. The religion of the origin, the beginning in the garden of paradise that
which he patterned human society upon. G’d patterned human society upon it.
La tabdeela likhalqi let there be no changing, no altering, in the pristine nature created by
G’d. G’d revealed to Muhammad that he created human beings correct, not inferior, and
not sinful. He created you perfect in your original type that was in the garden of paradise
before you were seduced out of your form by the Satan. That this religion that He is given
you now, is not something taken from scholars, not something taken from idealists and
imposed upon your original self. But it is the complement to your original self. G’d know what
complements the original pattern-[Audio ended before the Imam concluded speaking].

FAITH - Ten Verses from the Holy Al-Qur'an on Pride and Arrogance
Submitted by Imam Ivan G. Nassar
"And do not turn your face away from people in contempt, nor go about in the land exulting over
rmuch; surely Allah does not love any self-conceited boaster" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat Luqmān, Ayat
18).
Pride and arrogance are destroyers of faith – it deeply cuts into one's spirituality and can damage
another's feeling of well-being and happiness as well. As Muslims, it remains our duty to protect our
morals of humbleness, respect, and empathy.
We must ensure we continuously remember our duty to treat everyone with the same feelings of
respect we would expect from others. After all, we all are only servants of Allah (SWT) and therefore
have no right to harbor any feelings of pride or arrogance.
Here are ten verses from the Holy Al-Qur'an that reminds us of the dangers of pride and
arrogance, in the hopes that we may all strive to become better Muslims:
1. Evilness and Pride
"It shall be said: Enter the gates of hell to abide therein; so evil is the abode of the proud" (Holy AlQur'an, Surat Az-Zumar, Ayat 72).
Here, the Holy Al-Qur’an reminds us just how evil the feeling of pride can be – it not only damages
oneself, but it damages all those around the ones with pride. We must not forget the seriousness in
combatting pride – and how deeply evil it can become.
2. The Hearts are Sealed for Those with Pride
"Thus does Allah set a seal over the heart of every proud, haughty one" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat
Ghāfir, Ayat 35).
This powerful verse is a reminder of the terrifying loss of faith and goodness that comes from pride –
here; the Holy Al-Qur’an states that Allah (SWT) will "set a seal over the heart" of those who harbor
pride and arrogance. A seal over the heart that grows from pride will profoundly affect one's faith
and connection to Allah Himself (SWT), Who we should forever be striving to become closer with.
3. Pride is Ignorance
"…so (as for) those who do not believe in the hereafter, their hearts are ignorant, and they are
proud" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat An-Naĥl, Ayat 22).
By equating the concepts of ignorance with having pride, the Holy Al-Qur’an teaches us that to
have pride itself is to be blatantly ignorant. We must not become those from meaningless pride and
arrogance become embarrassingly ignorant and forget our true purpose in life: to worship Allah
(SWT) alone in everything we do here on earth.
4. Doing Good Will Help Combat Pride
"Then as for those who believe and do good, He will pay them fully their rewards and give them
more out of His grace, and as for those who disdain and are proud, He will chastise them with a
painful chastisement" (Holy Al-Qur'an Surat An-Nisā', Ayats 172-173).
Here, the Holy Al-Qur’an reminds us that being a good and blessed person is the opposite of those
with pride and arrogance – it is a powerful statement on just how evil and condemning it is to be a
person who boasts pride and selfishness. We must always strive towards being on the side of those
who do good to help not only ourselves but also the society we live in.
5. Let Go of Pride to Embrace the Blessings of Allah
"And your Lord says, Call upon Me, I will answer you, surely those who are too proud for My service
shall soon enter hell abased" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat Ghāfir, Ayat 60).
Pride encompasses how we deal with others and how we deal with Allah Himself (SWT) – for those
who get caught up in becoming powerful and arrogant in this world can easily fall into the trap of

believing that Allah (SWT) is not worthy of submission and servitude. We must not become arrogant to
keep ourselves as faithful worships of Allah (SWT).
6. Pride Will Make You Deaf to the Call of Allah (SWT)
"But my call has only made them flee the more: And whenever I have called them that Thou
mayest forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears, cover themselves with their garments, and
persist and are puffed up with pride" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat Nūĥ, Ayats 6-7).
Once fueled by feelings and emotions of pride, it can become easy to forget how to listen or to
humble oneself – and this can ruin the relationship you have with not only those around you but with
Allah Himself (SWT) as well. To become deaf to the call of Allah (SWT), as this verse alludes to, will
destroy both faith and our ummah. Therefore, it remains imperative that we continuously struggle
towards ridding ourselves of feelings of pride and arrogance.
7. Pride Will Lead to Sin
"And when it is said to him, guard against (the punishment of) Allah; pride carries him off to sin;
therefore hell is sufficient for him; and certainly it is an evil resting place" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat AlBaqarah, Ayat 206).
On top of pride and arrogance already being a thing of evil, here the Holy Al-Qur’an reminds us that
it can also lead one down a path of committing more sin and unfaithful acts towards our duty to
Allah. Pride and sin are partners in bringing a Muslim towards the path to punishment and
abandonment by Allah (SWT) – and while we recognize that Allah (SWT) Knows Best, it remains
imperative to ensure we are not actively allowing ourselves to fall in that path.
8. Pride Will Only Hurt Other Muslims
"And do not turn your face away from people in contempt, nor go about in the land exulting
overmuch; surely Allah does not love any self-conceited boaster" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat Luqmān, Ayat
18).
Here we are reminded by the Holy Al-Qur’an that our pride and arrogance will damage our wellbeing and damage and hurt those around us who remain innocent. We must remember to stay
humble and respectful towards others and remind ourselves that we are all unique and equal
creations of Allah (SWT) – we have no right to think ourselves better than another human being on
earth.
9. Acknowledge Allah's Power to Help Destroy Pride
"And they control not for themselves any harm or profit, and they control not death nor life, nor
raising (the dead) to life" (Holy Al-Qur'an, Surat Al-Furqān, Ayat 3).
Once understood, the notions of pride and arrogance are embarrassingly shameful – how can one
continue to act with pride with the knowledge that everything on earth, including our power and
weaknesses, is a creation of Allah (SWT)? We have no control over anything, and we must attribute
and remain thankful for everything to Allah (SWT) and Allah (SWT) alone.
10. Recognize the Beauty of Humbleness
"And the servants of the Beneficent God are they who walk on the earth in humbleness…" (Holy AlQur'an, Surat Al-Furqān, Ayat 63).
To walk through life with the quiet humbleness and inner strength reflective of significant Islamic
figures such as the Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) should be a characteristic of us all. Unfortunately, it
can become easy to fall into the trap of having feelings of pride and arrogance – while recognizing
that we all fall prey to sin and should, with genuine feelings of repent, be praying to Allah (SWT) for
guidance. It is also imperative to ensure we are not becoming one of the ignorant who believes
themselves above everything else in this world. Let us all pray we are given the blessing to find
beauty in humbleness and strength in selflessness.
Sources: https://themuslimvibe.com/faith-islam/10-verses-from-the-holy-quran-on-pride-and-arrogance

With Allah’s Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

HALAQAH – RELIGIOUS STUDY CIRCLE
TO: ALL BELIEVERS
WHEN: FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2021, FROM 7:00 PM UNTIL 8:00 PM
WHERE: ONLINE
TOPIC: WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF SALAT (PRAYER)?
SOURCES: HOLY AL-QUR’AN AND AL-HADITH
Our masjid will have the monthly Halaqah (Religious Study) session on
Friday, January 8, 2021, starting at 7:00 pm.
Please call 408-418-9388
When asked, type in access code 132 354 7399#, Pin 7401#
To access the video feed, please click on this link,
https://masjidbilalofcleveland.my.webex.com/masjidbilalofcleveland.my/j.ph
p?MTID=m856191e7cf820b383a60ce93df3ca0a5 or copy and paste this link
into your browser address field. Access code is 132 354 7399, pin 7401.

Holy Al-Qur’an, Surat Surat Al-'An`ām, Ayat 162

Say: "Truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death, are
(all) for Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds:

Saying of the Prophet (PBUH)
Ibn Umar narrates: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) stated the following:
“The place of prayer (salah) in religion is like the place of the head in the body.”
(Majmau’l-Awsat, 3:154, (2313.) Imam Tabarani, Mu’jamu’s-Saghir).
The following is reported from Abdullah bin Qurt (May Allah be pleased with him):
The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,
“On the Day of Judgment, a slave will be questioned about his prayers first. If his
prayers are good, his other deeds will be good, too. If his prayers are bad, his
other deeds will be bad, too.”
(Tabarani, Targhib)
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